Mid-trimester levels of alphafetoprotein in the screening of low birthweight.
Elevated maternal levels of alphafetoprotein (AFP) in midtrimester are believed by some to be a useful screening test for premature labour, low birthweight and low birthweight for gestation. In a prospective study on 887 randomly selected pregnant women we found that although there was an association between low birthweight and elevated AFP, the test would miss five out of every six cases of low birthweight and there would be nine false-positives for every case correctly identified. The test is not therefore sufficiently predictive of low birthweight to be of value as a screening test for this condition.